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 “In all things give thanks” is not a mere aphorism. It is a gentle command 

from the mouth of God who holds our existence in His hands. He created the 

cosmos with a purpose. He chose to award us a privileged position in His plan. We 

are custodians of the earth. God thinks highly of us, as individually and as a 

human community.  He claims us as His human family. He loves us. He stands by 

us, in all situations – good or bad, as we seek faithfully to fulfill the roles in which 

we have been cast. For this, we must give thanks. An expression of gratitude is a 

celebration of the freedom God gives us; the hope that comes with gladness for 

life’s fleeting moments of euphoric victories we experience, as we seek to remain 

stable under God’s command. Be grateful; in all things give thanks. 

 Every human heart has the capacity for gratitude. It is a privilege to 

understand that we are basically that aspect of God’s creation, especially created 

for His pleasure and for the posterity of His powerful image and likeness, 

throughout the cosmos.   

There is no human without a divine purpose. We have all been created to 

please God.  What a wonderful thing it is when we act in harmony with Him. Our 



value, purpose and destiny are certainly accomplished as we spend time on this 

earth. Our future is assured. For in all things, God speaks to us through the Spirit 

of Christ.  

Let us not be mistaken. Let us not be myopic.  Christ is at the very 

foundation the history of this season of thanks, we now celebrate. It is all because 

of Christ. Christ is that person in the Triune Godhead in whom our victory and 

Salvation lie. It is because of the experience of Pilgrims that this particular time is 

possible. The Pilgrims lived through hard times. They were praising Him and 

looking forward to His mercies in the process. Amidst their expectations, they 

could not help thanking Him for all He brought them through.   

God wants the best for us, a best that is beyond our comprehension. In this 

we must give thanks. He stands guard over us. Nothing bad comes from Him, and 

whenever bad befalls us, He willingly cleans us up from all the mess that our 

troubles cause. Through experience our fore parents sang, “Trouble don’t last 

always!”   

The beautiful thing about this life is God’s unconditional love for us. One 

way in which it manifests is in His patience towards us. Despite our response to 

Him, He encourages us in a relationship with Him. It is a relationship based on 



belief, faith and trust in Him to fulfill every promise that He has made to us. We 

are His. He took human flesh, suffering and death to defend us. Through His 

resurrection from death and the grave, He demonstrated to us that our fate is not 

the grave. In this we must give thanks. 

Giving thanks comes easy when we recognize that it is a natural expression 

of the spiritual foundation on which we stand. We were blessed with the capacity 

to be fruitful, even as we multiply; multiplication through procreation and in the 

fruit of our labor. Our spiritual fruit is to love and to show mercy so that out love 

and mercy can multiply, wherever we are.  It is to find peace within, so that peace 

can spread in the communities in which we live. It is to learn how to focus in the 

direction of our hope, so that we can live in the reality of the promises for our 

prosperity. 

Too often, we get stuck in the negatives 

around us without recognizing that we 

have it within ourselves to foster the 

changes that life seems to be forfeiting. 

Too often we give up, only to give in, to 

things that we hate about our existence. We fail to understand that in nature, 



nothing remains the same; then why should we? We are the highest in the order 

of God’s expressions, to whom He discloses Himself through general and personal 

revelations. Why should we not change as we grow to understand new things 

about Him? 

Our greatest thanks giving should be for victory over spiritual lethargy, 

compromise, and ignorance, concerning the things of God.    It should be for the 

realization of what occurs when we rise in faith to take command of our 

circumstances for the fulfillment of our purpose.  Life is not about conjecture or 

co-incidence. It is about supernatural providence made freely available to us, by 

God. It is reflected in the power Jesus Christ possessed. Our thanksgiving should 

be for the opening of our eyes to accept it. Through the life of Christ, God 

demonstrated to the world that no good thing is impossible for anything human 

He has created. We are bearers of His image and likeness and He has made us 

capable of doing exceedingly more than Jesus, our standard bearer, has done.  

As we celebrate this thanksgiving, even as we entertain past moments of 

God’s tangible and intangible providence for which we are abundantly grateful, 

let us move beyond to a spiritual place of prognosticative expectations. Let us 

thank God for a future where we pledge to surrender to His will for harmonious 



relationship with Him. Let us thank Him for a better understanding of the 

overcoming spirit that He has poured out upon us. Let us thank Him for the many 

gifts and special abilities with which He has blessed us; thank Him for the 

opportunities and the privileges ahead for us to use them wisely. Let us thank Him 

for the empowerment available for us to create those changes needed in 

ourselves, our families and in the communities in which we live. Let us thank Him 

for making us salt and light wherever we go, so that we can illumine, as we flavor 

every circumstance or situation in which we participate. Let’s thank Him for His 

power and purpose, His truth and hope. Thank Him for courage and an 

immeasurable increase of faith in Him, so that we can be His true ambassadors 

living out our true purpose and destiny.  

Here are two passages of scripture that I keep in my heart as I approach 

challenges that surface ever so often in life:  

“Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart” 

(Psalm 37: 4) 

“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of 

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” (Colossians 3: 17). 



My prayer is that your thanksgiving will bring you a new awareness of God’s 

love, through Jesus Christ, and that with Him you will walk in the courage of all 

you can be. 

 


